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The Preface to the Tenth Tear of thefe Tracts. 

UNder the favourable Countenance of thofe Worthies who 
are addided to the Advancement of Arts aitd Sciences, I 
hold on mv refolutions by Gods affiflance, To endeavour the 
publifhing a Ninth Volume of Philofopkical Communicatio?ts^ in 
this Tenth year cf my undertakings of this kind, beginning an 
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other Century in this prefent March : My frji Volume contain- 
ing the twojirji years, as partly interrupted by our public Ca- 
lamities, and part of the time laid out for InJiriiBwits and £^-. 
emplars to prepare and incline our generous Correfpondents, to 
adhere clofely to the Truth of Nature by faithful Experiment?, 
and to evidence of matter of fad in their Fliftorical Narrations. 

And I Ihali not here take much notice of the Obftrudions 
and Difcouragements, that have been and are cafl in our way 
by the Malevolent, they being fufiiciently puniili't by this, 
that they exclude themfelves from the knov^ledge oi Gods 
admirable Works and of ingenious Inventions. 

Mean while, the Firtuq/iimj encourage themfelves and re- 
ceive fatisfadion from that noble Elogjy which was long ago 
provided for them by the elegant Poet Claudian ; 

Ipfa quidem VIRTUS precium Jibiy Solaq s late " 
Fortun(X fecura nitet^ nee fajcibus ullis 
Erigitur^ plaufuve petit dare/cere vulgi; 
Nil opis extern^e cupiens, nil indiga laudis^ 
Divitiis animofa fuis^ immotdque cunBis 
Cajibusy ex alt a mortalia defpicit arce : 
Attamen invitam blande ve/iigat^ & ultra 
Ambit honor J 

The very fame, in effeft, with a more antient and a more 
genial Poet, (Horace^) tuned to his Lyre, in the age, and in 
the ear, and with the high applaufe of great Augufius C€efar i 

Virtus J repiilf(^ ftefcia fordidce, 
Intaminatis fidget bonoribus. 
Nee fumity aiit ponit fecures^ 
Arbitrio popularis aurce. 
Virtus y recludens immeritis mori 
Ccelunty negatd tentat iter via, 
Catufque vulgaresy &' udam 
Spernit humum^ jugiente pennd. 

And an other, (Ovid J in few words, lays down the grounds 

and withall the final unfuccefsfulnefs, of all our adverfaries 

calumnies and railleries j 

Pafcitur in vivis Livor, pofi fata quiefcit ; 

Tunc fuus exmerito quemque tuetur Honos, 
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And the Prince of Latin Poets, Virgil, faw amongfc his Heroes 
in his flowry Elyjiumy the Valiant for their Countrey, the Elo- 
quent, and the Inventors of Arts for humane Accomodations, 
and thofe who purchafed lafting Honor by real merit : Thefe, 
he faw there crown'd with Garlands as white as fnow : 

Heic maniiSy ob patriam pugnando vulnerapajfiy ^ 
^ique pa VateSy & Ph^ebo digna locutiy / ^ . , , 

Inventas aut qui vitam excoluere per Artesy > , , 
^luique fui memores alios fe cere merendo : i 

Omnibus his nived cinguntur tempora vittd. ) 

Thefe old Eloges do juftly belong to our Noble Friends and 
worthy Correfpondents, who do fpend fo much of their Lives, 
and Labors, (and fome their Treafures alfo,) to oblige even 
the ungrateful, and their yet unborn Pofterity. 

Now I go on chearfully and with a refolved mind, begin* 
Jiing with 

A Letter y not longjince written to the Publiftjer by an Experien-- 
ced perfon rejiding at Amfterdam, co?itaining a true Defcrip- 
tion ojl>iov2. Zembla, together with an intimation of the ad-- 
'vantage of its Jhape and pof tion. 

S IR, 

I Herewith fend you what I have received out of Mufcovy^ 
which is a New Mapp of Nova Zembla and WeigatSy as it 
hath been difcover'd by the exprefs order of the Czar *y 
and drawn by a Painter, Qdll^diPanclapoetjkiy who fen tit me from 
Mofco for a prefent : By which it appears. That Nova Zembla 
is not an Ifland, as hitherto ithathbeen believed to be; and that 
the Mare glaciale is not a Sea, but a l^inus or Bay, the 
waters whereof are fweet. Which is the fame v/ith v/hat the 
Tar tars do 2l{o 2if[uvc us, who have tafted thofe waters in the ve- 
ry midft of the Sinus. The Samojeds as v/ell as the Tartars do 
unanimouflyaffirm., thztpz{hngontheh2.ck of Nova Zemblay at 
aconfiderable diftance from the fhore. Navigators may well pall. 
as far as Japan. And 'tis a great fault in thcEn':(liJh zndDutchy that 
feeking to get tofapan on the Sonth-iidcf/? Nova Zembla, they 
have almoft always pajfled the Weigats. The letter O in the great 
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